Rudyard Is Snowy
Owl Destination

B Alexls Bomboln

Bnidyand Townehip s now e ol
Ttczal Saawey Crard Capital nf Michi-
gan, s MHouse Hosolution . 346,
mitrcidnil by Rizpresenmtives Tnhn
Dumense, Kelly Brees, and Tim
Haaikimes, raceived support im the
Michigan Houss - af Rapredentn-
tives; Initipfted by Bamy Duowis,
Fudyard Towsship anpersicog, 1w
distimetion hanors fhk: winbes guests
bt peerch above e 'h;rnms.'hi[: an
telephone poles, fence posts, hay
bales, amd sven e Rudvard water
towar Fanking for prey n 1l wast
expansss af open Halds. Mative o
the arohe fundn, the binds desesnd
aouth o the: Upper Peainsula as
vurly w3 Movembear - ardd sty

thringgh Aqiril. The man-maide open
spocs nuile i nawve habitat,
innd dhw owls spend their days bone-
g s pochemls, feodieg an sevien
B 13 mammals per diy.

Their preserce in Ridyar] Tiwo-
ship En't a few pheromenan, bat
railver ane chat hasn't been docu-
meted wntil reteal vedrs, The
Chrislmus Bird Ceant, e amisinl
wilireh acience projed thooogh the
Matknal Auduban Saciety, brings
together woluntesrs aeroes the o
tion to count ard iderify birds in n
1 5-mile mdius from dewn to doek,
When the count began in Rudvard,
aightngs ol snowy owls were sig-
mificant, nnd the reml hos coodin:
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Rudyard Named Snowy Owl Capttal of Mlchl gan Hl ghllghtmg Birding Tradition

Owls: from page |

wed each year. In 2007, 17 snowy
owl sightings were reported, fol-
lowed by 2% in 2008, 13 in 2009, 3
in 2020, and I3 n 2021,

“For years, we've had soowy
owls show up regularly, When |
wae 1 kid, we always had snowy
owls,” Mr, Davis said. “More pee-
ple, Steve Baker in particular,
started coming out and photograph-
img thems, bringing more attention
tor them,”

Steve Baker is an experienced
hind watcher and photographer. e
hag been searching for snowy owls
in the Budyard atea for 40 years
and has become adept ot finding
them. The hay Gelds by Rodyard are
the perfect substitute for their na-
tive tundra, he said, and he often
finds them overlonking the ficlds,
viewable from Centerline and
Hantz Roads, and north of Rudyard
in L Rudyard flats nrea.

Snowy owls are solitary, divmal
humiters, mesning they kook for food
during the day mnd night. Because
they are octive during the day, they
are more casily spotted than otler
spocies of owls that are only active
at night. They are one of the largest
awl apecies i the workd, and their
size and white color makes them
easy Lo ldenlify. The birds typically
sty in their awn lerilony, bul as e
apring bresding season approsehes,
they can sometimes be found in
groups.

Rudyard Townzhip passed o res-
oluiton narming Rudyard the Snowy
Owl Capital January 15, 2019, In-
apived by the tile, stdents at Rud-
il Arven Schools ereated designs

T recognize Rudyard as the Snowy Owl Capital of Michigan, stu-
dents @l Bndyard Area Schonls designed new welcome signs for the
township., The public voted on the signs, which were created in
Michelle Benson's secondary art class, and the top five were placed sl
the five main roads leading Into Budyard, Through the exercise, the
students learned how to work with o client and crente a visually pleas-
Ing design nsing o digital illestration program. Trindty Wilsoen, Vie
Berlin, Bsabell Goforth, Jackson Litfle, and Logan Jordan created the
winning designs featuring the Snowy Owl. (Maiograph provided by

Bavey Dhvis)

for mnew Rudyard welcome sipns
featuring the owls. The township
voted cn the designz for a period of
three weeks, and the top five de-
signs were placed at the five main
roads entering Rudyard,

Adter the new gigns were created,
the township pursued the idea for-
ther, inspired by helr neighbors in
Mewherry, the Moose Capital of
Michigan. Their effort to secure the
distinction at the stale level wos, ul-

fimately, successful and was
adopted by the Michigan House of
Representatives in Seplember 2022,
iy, Davis hopes the honor brings
awareness to the special population
of seasonal visiloms,

“There seenis o be a lol of enthu-
siasm from people coming (o sec
the owls,” Me Davis gaid. “Ts a
imigue experience for a lot of peo-
ple, and we sometimes take it for
gramted what we have around ng.”

The Snowy Owl migrades souih from [ts arctic tundra habitat to the
Upper Peninsuls between the months of November and April. The
wide, open ficlds provide s perfect hunting grownd for these birds of
prey, as they feast on between seven and 12 small rodents per day.

{Pha-mg.rﬂjm by Speve Beikaer)

The township office receives oc-
casionnl calls from visitors asking
where the best spots are to catch a
sighting of one of the binds. Town-
ship coployess pre always happy to
advise people, as some locations
are better than olhers, M, Davis
said n potential, upsoming project
it to create a map thal people could
pick up while in town and use as o
guids: fo some of the belter viewing
loeations. Mr. Davis has found that
cven people who den’t consider
themselves bird watchers, himaclf
inchuded, enjoy spotting the owls,

While the birds gre active day
and night, Mr, Baker said the bes

tinke (o Tind them is at dawn or
dugk, 1t is imporient, though, nod o
pose a threat (o the owls while out
looking for them. Mr. Baker en-

courages people to sty i their ve-
hicles when pusslhl-: or al lbeast
gland behind their vehicles if they
do et out. It is important 1o prac-
Hee pood birding stiquelte o ensure
the owls are comforiable and cun be
enjoved by everyode.

“Daon’t be a threst. Seme people
Just go right into the field and up 1o
their perch bo take their picture and
eventually they {ly away,” Mr
Baker zaid. I recommend stopping
a fitle way away before you gel to
where they are. Just look at them or
take their picture from a respeciable
distance.™

Recognizing the snowy owls a5 a
special pant of the scosystem is the
first step to conserving and protect-
ing their species and habitat. The
birds® soulhern winter migrations
are motivated by the availability of
food. Climate models from the Na-
tional Awdubon Society suggest that
southward cxcursions may become
less extensive and less regular as
climate change indircctly impacts
their prey. With the title of Michi-
gan's Snowy Owl Capital, Rudyard
Township is acknowledging these
sensonal visitors as a privilege o
share with the rest of the siafe.
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